PRESS RELEASE

Date: Wednesday 25 May 2005
Take the Barts City Challenge from 13 to 20 June 2005

People working in the City are being invited to help raise money for ground-breaking stem cell research by taking part in this year’s Barts City Challenge, which runs from Monday 13 to Monday 20 June. 

The annual event challenges companies and workers in and around the Square Mile and Canary Wharf to raise money for good causes at Barts Hospital in the City by making a donation, organising a fundraising event or signing up for one of the hospital’s fun events, such as skydiving, whitewater rafting or cycling around Vietnam.

All money raised from this year’s challenge will go to the Heart Cells Foundation - the charity funding heart stem cell research at Barts and The London NHS Trust. The research, which is expected to start shortly, aims to find out if stem cells in bone marrow can be used to repair damaged hearts. 

Hospital Fundraiser Bonnie Clayton, who is organising the Barts City Challenge, said: “It is sometimes said that the only thing people working in the City are interested in is making money! We want to prove them right. We are hoping as many people as possible will take up our challenge to help us raise money for our pioneering heart stem cells research by making a donation, organising a fundraising event or signing up for one of our fun events. 

“Lots of companies and workers made generous donations last year. Others organised street and office collections, dress down days at work, quiz nights and slave auctions. We even had a game of human table football on West Smithfield. We raised a lot of money last year and had a lot of fun along the way. We’re hoping to do even better this year.”

A number of fun events have been organised over the next few months to help raise money to fund the heart stem cell research. These include a 10km race and fun runs in Victoria Park, Hackney, on Sunday 31 July and a 13-day cycle tour around Vietnam between 12 and 24 November. People can also raise money by signing up to go skydiving or whitewater rafting.

Consultant Cardiologist Dr Anthony Mathur, who is leading the heart stem cell research at Barts and The London NHS Trust, said: “Our studies are designed to find out if stem cells in adult bone marrow can repair damaged hearts. Stem cells will revolutionise the way heart disease is treated and transform the lives of many people. Our studies, which are due to start shortly, will be the UK’s first large-scale patient trials. We need to raise £6m to fund our research over the next five years so every penny counts.”

The Barts City Challenge runs from Monday 13 to Monday 20 June. For further information or to donate to the Heart Cells Foundation appeal contact Bonnie Clayton on tel. 020 7601 8730 or email bonnie.clayton@bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk
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